March 14, 2023

The Honorable Tetsuro Nomura

Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
Room 1120, House of Councilors Building
2-1-1 Nagata-cho, Chiyoda-ku

Tokyo, 100-8962

Dear Minister:

Greetings from People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals—PETA
entities have more than 9 million members and supporters worldwide,
including many in Japan. I’'m writing to inform you about the illegal
abuse of animals taking place at the publicly funded Ibaraki Prefectural
Livestock Research Center.

We received shocking footage uncovering horrifying abuse to cows
used as research subjects at this facility, which receives over 900
million yen from taxpayers and public funds per year, according to the
last available report. Here are some of the cruel acts shown in the
graphic recordings:

e Workers used smoking irons to remove horn tissue as calves cried
out and struggled, their eyes wide open in apparent terror. The
animals appeared to defecate, and multiple men sat on them.

e Workers punched cows, kicked them, slapped them on the head, and
stomped on their legs and backs.

e Workers hit cows with wooden sticks on their sensitive udders and
faces, in an apparent attempt to make them move.

e Cows were forced to live in paddocks amid their own waste during
the day.

e Cows were left out in the scorching heat, which reached 40 degrees
Celsius, without access to shade.

These vicious acts are in direct violation of the Act on Welfare and
Management of Animals, which states that no person shall destroy,
injure, or inflict cruelty on animals without reason. Under Article 44 of
this act, a person who has injured, without reason, a protected animal
(which includes cows) should be punished by imprisonment with work
for up to five years or a fine of up to 5 million yen and a person who
has inflicted cruelty on cows should be punished by imprisonment with
work for up to one year or a fine of up to 1 million yen. We urge your
government to stop using public funds to support this abusive
facility immediately and to investigate the workers who have been
caught mistreating the animals there.
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Thank you for your time and attention. I look forward to hearing from you about this
important matter.

Respectfully,

Jason Baker

Senior Vice President
PETA
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